
Happy Summer!
Let’s start out with a thank 
you to those dedicated to 
creating a safe, welcoming 
and engaging summer 
camp environment this 
year.  We appreciate your 
collaboration and 
commitment to ensuring 
every child has had a 
meaningful experience.
As the summer comes to 
an end, CLH will be 
welcoming 2 new resource 
consultants to our team.  A 
warm welcome is extended 
to Katrina Hall, who will be 
joining our Mountain Team, 
and Oleesya Al-Kes who will 
joining Team West. 
With September just 
around the corner, 
remember that the LINK 
service is available.  We 
know this is a very busy 
time of year and this 
service is designed to work 
with your team to provide 
in-the-moment practical 
strategies through the 
placement of an inclusion 
facilitator in classrooms for 
up to one day.  Contact 
your resource consultant to 
find out more about how 
this service can support 
you.  Registration is 
ongoing.     
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Welcome

Community Living Hamilton is open on the 
Civic holiday, so this is an annual 
professional development day for our team.  
Featured above is a  group of staff working 
together to solve a puzzle on August 4th.  
Not to worry - they got it.



A Celebrity Visit

Dani Bowman, from Love 
on the Spectrum, was our 

keynote speaker at the 
Community Living 
Hamilton annual 

Employee and Volunteer 
Recognition Event in 

May. 

Dani Bowman, animator, artist, and entrepreneur on the autism 
spectrum, is passionate about using her skills to help others 
and is also passionate about inclusion and diversity. Having 
been diagnosed with autism at age 3 and having been nonverbal 
until 6, Bowman has overcome these challenges to become an 
accomplished artist and inspiring speaker. As a national 
speaker and cast member of Love on the Spectrum, Bowman 
uses her platform to inspire and mentor others. Bowman has 
taught animation to over 2,600 students with autism and 
premiered 15 short films at San Diego Comic-Con over the past 
10 years.

Dani 
Bowman

Dani spent 2 days with 
us, sharing her life story 

and journey to 
international success, 

before heading to 
Niagara Falls for the 

very first time.



We hit the end of the bus route on June 29th and had much to celebrate along the way.  
Our documented route seen above with resource consultant Daniella Milan is completely 
full.  We have greatly enjoyed riding with you!  Please enjoy a small sample of some of the 
comments above written by our team. Tickets were handed out in classrooms for 
recognition of stand-out inclusive practices.  We know that many of you have since 
jumped off – only to get your own bus!  To learn more about Dr. Shelley Moore’s bus 
metaphor, click on the link: FIVE MOORE MINUTES | Dr. Shelley Moore

RIDING THE BUS!

HWCCCC St. Patrick Preschool 
Team – celebrating each child’s 
unique strengths and lending their 
calm in moments of dysregulation.             

Megan and Paula 
at Tapawingo 
Day Care – 
demonstrating 
awareness of 
each child’s 
ability.

Niwasa Kendaaswin Teg 
Infant Team – a welcoming 
and inclusive environment 
for all children and 
families.

Karla at Boys 
and Girls Club 
Ellis – champion 
of inclusion and 
facilitating 
inclusive and 
engaging 
gathering times.

Sarah, Madison and Bojana 
at Umbrella Family Ray 
Lewis – developing and 
creating supports as 
needed, based on children’s 
interests.

Today’s Family 
Central -  
 practicing inclusive 
strategies and 
promoting family  
engagement.

Little Learning 
House Fennell – 
recognizing all 
children’s needs 
and finding 
creative ways to 
support them.

https://www.drshelleymoore.com/five-moore-minutes


The Cheering Section

HWCCCC – St. David has 
implemented the peanut ball to 
support children with high energy.  
Children are offered movement 
breaks where they can step into a 
less stimulating space and reset, 
accessing an outlet for physical play.  
They have also used it as a flexible 
seating option, paired with another 
activity, to support regulation.

Educators in the preschool classroom at 
Childventures Early Learning Academy like 
the Emotions Rollers because “it's a great 
way to have conversations about 
emotions”. When inclusion facilitator 
Franca Bollella presented this resource, 
educators took the time in the moment to 
introduce the rollers to the children and 
natural  conversations about emotions 
occurred.

These Be Kind Cubes help children look through a 
lens of belonging and tell their own story of 
inclusion.  Educators at Paramount Family Centre 
reported that “the children thoroughly enjoyed the 
question dice, we did the conversation starter 
during lunch, and it was very helpful, their 
responses were very positive, and it limited silly 
behaviour”.  The resource consultant, Olla 
Abdelrahman, stated that “the cubes provided a 
hands-on experience to spark conversation, 
promote empathy, and support children with 
diverse learning needs”.  



Children’s Inclusion Services will be 
unavailable on the following dates:
 
Labour Day – September 1, 2025

National Day for Truth and Reconciliation – 
September 30, 2025

Thanksgiving – October 13, 2025

Winter Shutdown – December 25, 2025, 
through January 1, 2026 (inclusive)

Important Dates

For more information on Community Living Hamilton, please visit our website at:

www.communitylivinghamilton.com 

For more information about Children’s Inclusion Services, please contact:

Karen Pavao
Senior Manager – Children’s Inclusion Services

905-528-0281 ext. 360
kpavao@clham.com 

Sarah Pennington
Supervisor – Children’s Inclusion Services

Hamilton East
289-880-3472

spennington@clham.com 

Natalia Arpino Espido
Supervisor – Children’s Inclusion Services

Hamilton Mountain
289-880-3294

narpinoespido@clham.com 

Judine Gordon
Supervisor – Children’s Inclusion Services

Hamilton West
289-683-0249

jgordon@clham.com 

Tracy Sherriff
Supervisor – Children’s Inclusion Services

Hamilton Centre
905-973-0335

tsherriff@clham.com 

Brooklyn Huggins
Administrator – Children’s Inclusion Services

905-979-6051
bhuggins@clham.com 

COMMUNITY LIVING HAMILTON is an 
accredited not-for-profit organization and 
registered charity that offers a full range 
of services to people with special needs.  
We are one of the largest not-for-profits 
in Hamilton; each year we provide 
service to approximately 1,400 
children, teens, adults and families.

In offering a full range of services to our 
community, we support individuals with 
disabilities from childhood through to 
their senior years.  At Community Living 
Hamilton, we hope to create a lifelong 
partnership to support the 
individuals and community we serve.
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